
Natural Color Variation

Cast stone is made from cement, sand, and stone aggregates, all of  which can react 

slightly differently during curing.

You may notice:

 • Slight light and dark areas within the same piece

 • Subtle shading differences between sections

 • Tonal variation that becomes less noticeable when viewed from a distance

These variations are normal and expected. Over time, the fireplace naturally evens 

out and develops a consistent, rich appearance.

Cast stone fireplaces are architectural elements, not mass-produced plastic products. Each piece is formed, poured, and finished by hand 

using molds and natural aggregates. Because of  this process, no two fireplaces are exactly alike. The variations you may notice are a 

natural part of  cast stone and are what give it depth, character, and authenticity.

What to Expect From a Cast Stone Fireplace

Natural Variation and Overall Appearance

Up close, you may notice variation, but from a normal viewing distance the fireplace should feel uniform, clean, balanced, and 

intentional. Cast stone fireplaces are designed to be appreciated as a whole, not judged inch by inch. The natural variation in texture, 

tone, and surface character gives each fireplace its unique presence and is a standard, accepted quality of architectural cast stone. 

These characteristics are not defects but features of the material, and without them, the fireplace would lose the depth and 

authenticity that make it look like real stone.

503-400-4157  oltreusa.com  info@oltreusa.com

 

Cast stone does not have a perfectly smooth, uniform surface. 

The texture is part of its stone-like quality.

    • Soft movement in the surface texture

    • Gentle waves or natural-looking irregularities 

    • Areas that feel slightly smoother or more textured than others

These details help the fireplace resemble natural stone rather 

than a manufactured product.

Surface Texture and Character

 

Cast stone fireplaces are produced using multiple molds, especially for larger or 

more detailed designs, which naturally creates subtle surface characteristics.

    • Faint lines where different sections meet

    • Subtle transitions at joints or returns

    • Clean, intentional seams that follow the design

    • Small pinholes or minor surface voids from trapped air

These features are normal in cast stone, do not affect structural performance, 

and are typically only noticeable upon close inspection.

Form Lines, Seams, and Surface Voids


